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be found in cities, where noiseless conditions are required. Wood
blocks are often considered suitable for bridges, owing to their light-
ness and resilient qualities; a medium or soft-wood paving will
give the most satisfactory results. The timber most generally used
is obtained from Sweden, Archangel, and Finland. It should be
heavy, close-grained, of uniform texture and susceptible to impreg-
nation by creosote. The quantity absorbed should be between 8
and 10 Ib. per cu. ft. of timber.
Other tests and standards required include the oil content, water
absorption, shearing strength impact, expansion, and shrinkage,
Method of Laying Wood Blocks.
Wood blocks should be laid on the smooth surface of a concrete
foundation, the depth of which should not be less than 6 in. of 6 :1
composition, where not reinforced, and on
good average subgrade, as shown in Fig. 89.
On no account should the blocks be laid
on a bedding course, as this assists in causing *•*•—
an uneven surface, especially when the IG*
jointing material softens in hot weather.
The blocks may be dipped in a hot soft pitch composition prior
to paving, or be laid dry. The joints in each case should be filled
up with pitch, close to the surface, and the remainder filled with
cement-sand : it is usual to provide an expansion joint alongside the
kerb.
Preservation of Wood-block Paving.
The treatment for the preservation of wood-block paving should
be effected, where necessary, by cleaning the joints and flushing
with hot coal-tar of specific gravity of about 1*20 at the rate of
about 1 gal. per sq. yd., which should be swept in with brushes or
squeegees. An application of sand is necessary to prevent the wheels
of traffic lifting the tar. Under certain weather conditions wood-
block paving tends to become slippery and gritting may become
necessary.
Diagonal Paving,
The usual method of laying setts at intersecting roads is that of
diagonal paving to form a gusset. This is done in the interests of
horse-traffic, but it has a further ralue, in that it presents a lower
tractive resistance and wears better than the straight or transverse
joints. In the case of wood-block paving a diagonal arrangement
. >of the Hoefes forms m attractive carriage-way, as shown in Kg* 90,

